3.  Inspections of the subject Quarry's noise levels were
conducted by MSHA in May, 1979 and March, 1984.  In May, 1979
citations were issued because two miners were exposed to
excessive noise and were not wearing approved hearing
protection.  The citations were terminated when Respondent
required the miners to wear hearing protection.  In March,
1984, a noise sampling survey was conducted.  It showed that
certain employees were exposed to noise in excess of the
prescribed limits.  Citations were not issued, because the
employees were wearing approved hearing protection.

4.  Between October 17, 1982 and October 16T 1984,
Respondent had a history of one paid violation of a mandatory
health or safety standard.

5.  Respondent' has a'lways cooperated with the MSHA
inspectors in their inspections of its facilities.

6.  On October 16 and 17, 1984, Federal Mine Inspector
Arnie Mattson conducted a health and safety inspection of
Respondent^ mine.  The inspection included a sound level
examination of the environment of a shovel operator.  The
inspector determined that the shovel operator was exposed to 96
dBA for an 8 hour day.  The operator was wearing personal
hearing protection.  A citation was issued because the
Inspector determined that feasible engineering controls were
not being utilized.

7.  Following a discussion between Respondent and the
Inspector, the MSHA Technical support Unit in Denver, Colorado
performed a noise control examination in April and May, 1985.
The citation termination date was extended because of this
examination.

8.  A vinyl barrier curtain was installed between the
shovel operator and the engine compartment of the shovel.
Tests performed by MSHA's Industrial Hygienist showed that the
noise level was reduced in the shovel operator's environment by
almost 4 dBA (from an average of 101 dBA to an average of 98
dBA) .  This was a reduction in terms of the percentage of the
permissible noise levels of approximately 33 percent (101 dBA
is 459 percent of the allowable level; 98 dBA is 303 percent).
The reduction, though significant, did not reduce the noise to
permissible levels (90 dBA), so personal protection equipment
was still deemed necessary.

9.  The report from the Denver technical center indicated
that the ear muffs worn by the shovel operator did not afford
adequate protection because of a loose fit.  This report was
issued after the citation was terminated.
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